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Parade the Circle Enchants On June 9 


Annual community arts event expects more than 50,000 spectators 


CLEVELAND, OH (May 16, 2007) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) today announced that 
Cleveland’s premiere cultural hub, University Circle, will radiate with exciting events for everyone on 
Saturday, June 9, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. as part of the 18th annual Parade the Circle. More than 20 
University Circle organizations will unite to offer dozens of hands-on activities in University Circle 
Inc.’s (UCI) Circle Village to complement the highlight of the day, a kinetic arts parade at Noon 
presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art. This year’s celebration features interactive activities and 
musical performances to engage the audience as they await the rhythmic and colorful procession. 

“The Cleveland Museum of Art is once again honored to present Parade the Circle,” said 
CMA director Timothy Rub. “Parade the Circle is a wonderful celebration of the ingenuity and 
creativity of the residents of Northeast Ohio. By joining hands with our neighboring institutions of 
University Circle, we can provide participants with a truly well-rounded cultural experience.” 

Parade the Circle is an annual community arts event presented by the Cleveland Museum of 
Art. Circle Village is presented by University Circle Inc. Parade the Circle is a free, daylong event 
which engages thousands of participants and spectators in a display of brilliant color, and creative fun. 
The Parade, sponsored by Medical Mutual of Ohio and the Womens Council of the Cleveland 


Museum of Art, will begin at Noon and proceed around Wade Oval. 


--more-- 
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The theme for this year’s parade is “Symbiosis—a lyrical discord of harmonious contradictions.” From its 
humble beginnings with only 125 participants and approximately 1,000 spectators in 1990, the annual Parade the 
Circle celebration has grown into a regional cultural event drawing tens of thousands of spectators and 2,000 
parade participants. Despite the increased interest over the years, the event has remained true to its original purpose 
of drawing on festival traditions from throughout the world to help people of all ages and backgrounds create 
unique costumes and floats side-by-side with professional artists. The parade epitomizes the museum’s dynamic 
community engagement programs that convene individuals from diverse communities in the process of collective 


creativity. 


18th Annual Parade 

“Parade the Circle, now celebrating its 18" season, exemplifies what creative achievements are possible 
when artists and community members inspire and support each other,” said Robin VanLear, artistic director of 
Parade and CMA’s community arts program. “Parade showcases the talents of regional, national, and international 
artists in collaboration with the citizenry of Greater Cleveland.” 

The creations in Parade the Circle are handmade and people powered without written words, logos, 
motorized vehicles or live animals, and may not propagandize political or religious view points. Focusing on 
artistic expression and creativity, the Parade features handmade masks, costumes, giant puppets and floats 
enlivened by dancers, stilt dancers and music ensembles. 

The Parade will cover the same route around Wade Oval in University Circle as in previous years. This 


year, the Parade will begin and end at the Cleveland Museum of History and move in a clockwise direction. 


Emergence of several young Parade artists - all former Parade interns 
This year’s Parade includes a collection of several emerging artists — all who have worked as interns in 
previous parades 
e Jan Petroni is creating a surrealistic ensemble exploring the space between destruction and 
creation with individuals representing both endings and beginnings in man's creative quest. The 
same materials that are destroyed by man's efforts can also be reborn into a new existence. 
e Lacey Hammond Harrington will perform as well as create costumes for the stilt-dancing 
ensemble that leads the giant puppet finale. 
e Myra Rasmussen will work with parade artist Ana Paula Jones and percussionist Claudio da Silva, 
creating a Maracatu ensemble involving youth and adults from the Passport Project and a 


collection of Greater Cleveland drummers. 


- more - 
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e Story Rhinehart will design an individual costume Trinidad carnival style, play with Panic, and 
choreograph Parade ensembles with Ana Paula Jones and Bill Wade, artistic director of Inlet 
Dance Theatre. 


¢ Michael Bodel will create a humorous ensemble spoofing TV and the great American cowboy. 


Community Engagement through Parade Workshops 

Parade outreach continues to be a major element of each year’s Parade the Circle. CMA parade artists 
work at selected schools and community centers to help groups create their parade entries. Wendy Mahon is 
working with elementary schools in Cleveland Heights to create a coral reef and Old Brooklyn Montessori students 
who come to Art House to create enormous birdbath hats complete with bathing birds. Ian Petroni is leading 
students at St. Adalbert School to create a Hawaiian theme. Debbie Apple-Presser and the families in transitional 
housing at New Life Community Center are exploring concepts of metamorphosis, as each participant unfolds from 
cocoon to butterfly. Cleveland artist JoAnn Giordano is working with Cleveland Municipal School District 
students at the new John Hay High School of Architecture and Design to create dancing interpretations of the 
planets watched over by giant Sun and Moon god puppets. 

Additional groups include Center for Families and Children’s - RapArt with their own interpretation of the 
book The Color Purple; residents of the City of Geneva, who are creating mayhem in the living room with giant 
TV sets being undermined by their own remotes; the Cleveland Sight Center which is creating two giant puppets, a 
male, using a guide dog and a female, using a long white cane with a red tip; members from the Federation of India 
Community Association in Cleveland Heights with a variety of Sun god puppets; The Beck Center is representing 
artists Freida Kahlo, Edgar Degas and Edward Gorey and their work; and groups from J. R. Coleman Family 


Services and the St. Vincent Charity Hospital Building Healthy Communities program. 


Community Pan Jam 

A new feature for Parade the Circle 2007 is the post parade Pan Jam. Musicians and dancers from parade 
ensembles will perform from 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. Community groups performing in Pan Jam include: Sutphen 
School of Music; Motivation through Excellence; student dancers and drummers from Audubon, George 
Washington Carver and Mary M. Bethune Schools in the Cleveland Municipal School District; Crooked River 
Dance Troupe, a youth group presenting Native American dances; Tankagle Mask Dancers, a West African Dance 
Club from Cuyahoga Community College Metro; and The Polyrhythmics, an adult percussion-based ensemble, 


who have been involved in the parade every year since it began. 


- more - 
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Note: Public workshops to prepare for Parade the Circle began Friday, April 27, and continue 
up to Parade day. This year’s workshops, which include basic, batik and stilt sessions, 
will be held in two locations — The Cleveland Museum of Art’s new classrooms and tents 
on the grounds of the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Basic workshops focus on 
creating masks, costumes and giant puppets while special workshops teach batik and stilt 
dancing. Participants can create their own ensembles using paper maché, cloth and 
recycled materials. 


2K OK GK 


Circle Village 

UCT’s Circle Village is a creative blend of free activities sponsored by more than 20 University Circle 
institutions and northeast Ohio organizations, dance and musical performances, and a variety of dining choices 
from area restaurants. Enjoy extended hours this year as the party continues on Wade Oval until 7 p.m. “We 
invite families and friends of all ages to spend June 9 in University Circle at Parade the Circle and Circle Village. 
It’s a fabulous opportunity to experience the vitality of the Circle and learn more about the vast offerings from our 


great institutions.” said UCI President Chris Ronayne. 


Music and Entertainment 

Entertainment featured before and after the parade will highlight some of Cleveland’s finest dance troupes 
and musicians. A perfect complement to the spirited procession and interactive activities, the entertainment 
schedule affords visitors the opportunity to experience Cleveland’s talented and varied dance scene, from Verb 
Ballets to African Soul. Let loose with the compelling music of Noél Quintana and The Latin Crew. Other musical 
performers include Panic Steel Ensemble, The Prodigals, and the Tim Facemyer Band. Parade goers will also be 
able to catch the Radio Disney Street Team and Radio Disney Pop Squad. Entertainment stages are located on 
Wade Oval and the Cleveland Museum of Natural History lawn. 

Throughout the day, visitors can purchase food from area vendors including: Bailey’s Boardwalk Fries, 
Blue Chip Foods, Celebrations by Aunt Elaine, Crepe Expectations, El Bohio Criollo, European Gourmet 


Almonds, Pearl of the Orient, Qdoba, Quiznos, Rascal House Pizza and Uptowne. 


To view the complete entertainment schedule with times and locations for each performance, please 


visit www.universitycircle.org. 
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Parking and Handicapped Seating 

The Parade route and other streets will be closed to traffic from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Paid parking is available 
at these locations: The Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) garage at East 118" Street, The CWRU garage 
by Severance Hall, Ford, Mayfield, Euclid Lot, University East Building, The Western Reserve Historical Society 
(WRHS) surface lot, and lots on Adelbert Road. Handicapped parking is available at lots on Hazel Drive and at the 
Cleveland Institute of Art (CIA) lot. A free bike corral is located at the CIA lot as well. Handicapped seating will 
be available on the front lawns of WRHS (10825 East Boulevard) and CIA (11141 East Boulevard). View 


www.universitycircle.org for maps and details on parking and street closings. 





Note: CMA restrooms will be available on parade day. 
7K OK OK 
Those interested in participating in the Parade should contact the CMA’s community arts office at (216) 
707-2483. For more information about CMA and its events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.clevelandart.org. 
For questions about Circle Village, contact UCI at (216) 707-5034 or visit www.universitycircle.org 
7K OK OK 
Parade the Circle is presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art. Circle Village is presented by University 
Circle Inc. Parade the Circle is sponsored by CMA Community Arts Partner Medical Mutual of Ohio, leading 
health insurer of the Cleveland Museum of Art; and the Womens Council of the Cleveland Museum of Art. 
Additional support from the Ohio Arts Council, which helped fund this program with state tax dollars to encourage 
economic growth, educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for all Ohioans; the Cleveland Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company; University Hospitals Case Medical Center; Cleveland City Council members Patricia J. Britt 
(Ward 6), Sabra Pierce Scott (Ward 8), and Kevin Conwell (Ward 9); the generous support of the citizens of 
Cuyahoga County and the Board of County Commissioners Jimmy Dimora, Timothy F. Hagan, and Peter Lawson 
Jones; and the Cleveland Museum of Natural History. Promotional support is provided by 89.7 WKSU, Cleveland 
Magazine, and Mix 106.5. Special thanks to Charlie’s Fabrics, Distillata, and the Ohio City Bicycle Co-op. 
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